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Module aims

This module aims to develop students’ critical and applied understanding of neurodiversity
within criminal justice contexts. It introduces competing models of disability and neurodiversity
and examines how these frameworks shape understandings of neurodivergent lived
experiences. Students will critically evaluate the impact of current criminal justice policies,
practices, and environments on neurodivergent individuals across different stages of the
system. Through the application of theory to practice, the module enables students to identify
barriers to inclusion and to develop inclusive, and ethically responsible recommendations,
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including reasonable adjustments, that promote accessibility and equitable criminal justice
outcomes.

Module Learning Outcomes

Atthe end of this module, students will be able to:
Critically appraise competing models of disability and their implications for understanding
neurodivergent experiences.

Evaluate how current policies and practices impact the lived experiences of
neurodivergent people within criminal justice contexts.

Critically apply theories of neurodiversity to analyse one element of the criminal justice
system, identifying barriers to inclusion and opportunities for inclusive and supportive
practice.

Develop evidence-informed recommendations, including reasonable adjustments, to
improve how the criminal justice system supports neurodivergent individuals, promoting
accessibility and inclusion.

Assessment

Indicative Assessment Tasks:

This section outlines the type of assessment task the student will be expected to complete as
part of the module. More details will be made available in the relevant academic year module
handbook.

Assessment:

The assessment for this module will take the form of a reverse case study in which students
complete a two-part written task designed to develop applied understanding of neurodiversity
in criminal justice contexts. Students will first adopt the perspective of a neurodivergent
individual within a chosen criminal justice setting to critically explore lived experience, focusing
on how policies, practices, and environments create barriers to inclusion. Students will then
adopt a practitioner-informed perspective to propose and justify evidence-informed reasonable
adjustments and inclusive practice responses that address the challenges identified, drawing
on relevant theory, policy, and legislation.

1 1,2,3,4 Written 2500 100 N/A

Assignment
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Derogations

N/A

Learning and Teaching Strategies

The learning and teaching strategy is grounded in the University’s commitment to an Active
Learning Framework (ALF) so that learning will be both accessible and active and include
synchronous and a-synchronous elements. Face to face classroom teaching will be
supplemented by online lectures wherein students will be expected to complete activities such
as watching panopto videos; undertake Other Indicative Reading; complete quizzes and
exercises; and post comment for a-synchronous debate. These activities will be the subject of
formative feedback by the module tutor. Added to this, will be access to staff who provide
presence, challenge and support for student learning and can relate learning to real world uses.

Welsh Elements

Students can submit their work, access forms, resources, email correspondence, and personal
tutorials in Welsh.

Indicative Syllabus Outline

e Introduction to neurodiversity: definitions, language, and contemporary debates

e Models of disability and neurodiversity

e Understanding lived experience across neurotypes: communication, sensory
processing, cognition, and regulation.

e Autism
e ADHD
e SpLD

e Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)

e Acquired neurodivergence and cognitive vulnerability

o Intersectionality and neurodiversity

e |egalframeworks and policy responses

e Trauma-informed and strengths-based approaches to neurodivergent practice

e Designinginclusive environments and practices across neurotypes in criminal justice
settings

e Applying theory to practice

Indicative Bibliography

Due to the expansive nature of this module and wide variety of topics covered, students
will be advised each week of further reading for each subject as well as conducting their
own independent research. Additional material will uploaded weekly to Moodle.
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